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Background 
 
Debates about serious human rights violations and international crimes committed in the past 
usually take a start during times of political transition when societies are moving away from 
authoritarian rule to more democratic forms of government. At that time the new political elites are 
openly confronted with the fundamental question how to address the heavy burden of their dark 
past. This classical question inevitably comes up after the end of war-time situations, as illustrated 
in the aftermath of the First and the Second World War. In recent decades, however, the question 
proved equally alive and was posed in most countries of Latin America in the 1980s, in all countries 
of Central and Eastern Europe in the 1990s and in several countries in Africa and Asia. 
 
Since the 1990s academics and policy-makers have grouped together these issues under the 
general heading of “transitional justice”. Originally defined as “the study of the choices made and the 
quality of justice rendered when states are replacing authoritarian regimes by democratic state 
institutions”1, it has been broadened in recent years to include “the full range of processes and 
mechanisms associated with a society’s attempts to come to terms with a legacy of large-scale past 
abuses, in order to ensure accountability, serve justice and achieve reconciliation”2. Transitional 
justice has thus become a catch-all notion to depict all sorts of strategies, mechanisms, institutions 
and procedures to deal with legacies of mass abuse, whether as part of a political transition or 
related to mature democracies. 
 
The first studies on transitional justice at the University of Leuven (KU Leuven) were initiated in the 
mid 1980s by Em. Prof. Luc Huyse, the founding director of the then Law and Society Institute that 
had been concentrating on the study of law, legal systems and legal professions “in context”. Over 
the years developed an extensive research agenda from an interdisciplinary perspective. It was 
transferred in 2007 to the newly established Leuven Institute of Criminology (hereafter LINC or ‘the 
Institute’) and is continued under the heading of the Institute’s Research Line on Political Crimes, 
Human Rights and Human Security coordinated by Prof. Stephan Parmentier. 
 
The following paragraphs provide a summary overview of the research, teaching and consultancy 
on transitional justice and human rights undertaken at the Leuven Institute of Criminology. More 
detailed information is found on the general website of LINC (www.law.kuleuven.be/linc). All 
remarks and suggestions are very welcome. 

                                                           
1
 Siegel, R. (1998) Transitional Justice. A Decade of Debate and Experience, 20 Human Rights Quarterly 431-454, 431. 

2
 United Nations, Security Council (2004) The rule of law and transitional justice in conflict and post-conflict societies, 

Report of the Secretary-General to the Security Council, 23 August 2004, S/2004/616, 4. 
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Research 
 
The research on transitional justice at Leuven has paid particular attention to the various strategies 
and mechanisms available to successor elites to deal with (gross and massive) human rights 
violations and other injustices committed by the previous regime, including criminal prosecution by 
national courts and by international tribunals, the establishment of truth commissions, and the design 
of policies for reparations to victims and reconciliation. Further attention goes to the functioning of the 
administration of (criminal) justice and to the role of legal professions and civil society organisations. 
 
Research on transitional justice and human rights at the Leuven Institute of Criminology has received 
funding from various national and international institutions, such as the University of Leuven, the 
Flemish Fund for Scientific Research (FWO), the Flemish Inter-University Council (VLIR), the Royal 
Academy for Sciences and Arts (KVAB), the European Commission, etc. 
 
 
Ongoing research projects at the Leuven Institute of Criminology include: 
 
- The International Criminal Investigation and the Formation of Collective Memory in Post-Conflict 
Societies. An analysis of investigation processes and an epistemology of war crimes, doctoral 
research (Hiroto Fujiwara), supervised by Prof. Stephan Parmentier (since 2004). 
- Mass Victimization and Restorative Justice in Colombia: pathways towards peace and 
reconciliation, doctoral research (Isabella Bueno) supervised by Prof. Stephan Parmentier and Prof. 
Elmar Weitekamp (University of Tübingen) (funded by the Council for Development Cooperation of 
the K.U.Leuven, since 2007). 
- The Dynamic Construction of the Law of Transitional Justice: A Socio-Legal Study of the Meaning of 
the Colombian Peace and Justice Law, doctoral research (Andrea Diaz) supervised by Prof. Stephan 
Parmentier (funded by the Council for Development Cooperation of the K.U.Leuven, since 2008). 
- Transitional Justice in Practice. Truth Commissions and Policies of Victim Reparations, doctoral 
research (Monica Aciru) supervised by Prof. Stephan Parmentier (funded by the Council for 
Development Cooperation of the K.U.Leuven, since 2009). 
- Transitional Justice and Development. An analysis of their link through the prism of socio-
economic crimes in the context of Afghanistan, doctoral research (Huma Saeed) supervised by Prof. 
Stephan Parmentier (funded by the James Kent Cooke Foundation, since 2012). 
- Reparations programmes and gender after violent conflict: a beacon of hope for transitional 
societies? Considering the case of South Kivu, Democratic Republic of Congo, doctoral research 
(Virginie Busck-Nielsen Claeys) supervised by Prof. Stephan Parmentier (since 2012). 
 
- Prof. Stephan Parmentier serves as the co-general editor of the international book Series on 
Transitional Justice (together with Prof. Jeremy Sarkin, University of South Africa, and Prof. Elmar 
Weitekamp, University of Tübingen), launched in 2007 and published by Intersentia Publishers, 
Antwerp (Belgium). The series is intended to cover the rapidly growing field of transitional justice 
practice and research in a coherent framework and is interdisciplinary in nature, including the fields of 
law, political sciences, sociology, criminology, anthropology and other social sciences. 
(www.intersentia.com) 
- Prof. Stephan Parmentier is the Chairman of the Max Van der Stoel Human Rights Prize for the 
best doctoral dissertation and the best master paper in human rights at any university in The 
Netherlands and Flanders since 2011; he has been a member of the Prize Jury since 
2000.(www.uu.nl/uupublish/homerechtsgeleer/onderzoek/onderzoekscholen/rechtenvandemens) 
- Prof. Stephan Parmentier is a Board Member of the Leuven Centre for Global Governance Studies, 
set up in 2007 to encourage interdisciplinary research on topics related to globalization, governance 
processes and multilateralism, with a particular focus on the following areas: trade and sustainable 
development; peace and security; human rights, democracy and the rule of law; and the European 
Union and global multilateral governance. (www.globalgovernancestudies.eu) 

http://www.intersentia.com/
http://www.uu.nl/uupublish/homerechtsgeleer/onderzoek/onderzoekscholen/rechtenvandemens
http://www.globalgovernancestudies.eu/
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- Prof. Stephan Parmentier is a co-founder and Board member of the “Flemish Research Network on 
Law and Development” (co-promoters: Prof. Eva Brems, Ghent University; Profs. Koen De Feyter 
and Wouter Vandenhole, University of Antwerp; Prof. Stefaan Smis, Free University of Brussels). 
(www.lawanddev.ugent.be), set up in 2011 to promote research in this area. 
- The Research Line is the Belgian partner in a research and dissemination project on “Awareness 
Raising and Training Measures for The Istanbul Protocol in Europe (ART-IP)”, coordinated by the 
Medical University of Vienna (Prof. Th. Wenzel) and funded by the European Commission, Brussels 
(2011-2013). (www.istanbulprotocol.info) 
- The Research Line is also associated with the international seminar series on “Ways of Knowing 
After Atrocity: A Knowledge Exchange on the Methods used to Formulate, Implement and Assess 
Transitional Justice Processes”, organized by Oxford Transitional Justice Research and Swisspeace 
and funded by the ESRC in the United Kingdom (2012-2013). 
- Prof. Stephan Parmentier is one of the conveners (with Prof. Susanne Karstedt, University of Leeds 
and Prof. Joris Van Wijk, Free University of Amsterdam) of the newly established Working Group on 
Atrocity Crimes and Transitional Justice, under the auspices of the European Society of Criminology. 
This initiative aims at intensifying research on transitional justice and atrocity crimes from a 
criminological perspective.(http://esc-eurocrim.org). 
 
 
Completed research projects include the following: 
 
- Collaboration and repression after World War II in Belgium, and life after punishment in Belgium, 
France and the Netherlands, both conducted by Prof. Luc Huyse (funded by the Research Fund of the 
K.U.Leuven, 1986-1995). 
- Dealing with the past in Central Europe after the demise of communism, conducted by Prof. Luc 
Huyse (1993-1995). 
- Young democracies and the choice between amnesty, truth commissions and prosecution, with 
case-studies of Ethiopia after the Menghistu regime and post-Apartheid South Africa, conducted by 
Prof. Luc Huyse (funded by the Belgian Agency for Development Cooperation and the Flemish Inter-
University Council, 1996-2000). 
- Comparing the truth commissions in South Africa and Guatemala, conducted by Prof. Stephan 
Parmentier (1998-2000). 
- The International Right to Reparation for Victims of Gross Human Rights Violations, from a legal and 
a socio-legal perspective, under the supervision of Prof. Paul Lemmens (K.U.Leuven) and Prof. 
Stephan Parmentier and in collaboration with Prof. Marc Bossuyt, Prof. Koen De Feyter and Prof. Filip 
Reyntjens (University of Antwerp) (funded by the Research Funds of the K.U.Leuven and the 
University of Antwerp, 2000-2004). 
- Victim Organisations and the Politics of Reparation, with a case-study on Rwanda, doctoral research 
(Heidy Rombouts) under the supervision of Prof. Koen De Feyter (U. Antwerp) and Prof. Stephan 
Parmentier (funded by the Research Fund of the University of Antwerp, 2000-2004). 
- Reparation for Violations of Human Rights under International Law, doctoral research (Pietro 
Sardaro) under the supervision of Prof. Paul Lemmens (K.U.Leuven) and Prof. Stephan Parmentier 
(funded by the Research Fund of the K.U.Leuven, 2001-2005). 
- Dealing with the Past in Guatemala. The long road to reparation and reconciliation, research by Prof. 
Stephan Parmentier in preparation of an international expert seminar in Leuven (with funding from the 
Flemish Inter-University Council, 2005-2006). 
- Mass Victimisation and Restorative Justice. In search of the possibilities and the limits of 
restorative justice in the context of truth commissions, with a case-study of South Africa, doctoral 
research (Kris Vanspauwen) supervised by Prof. Stephan Parmentier and Prof. Elmar Weitekamp 
(University of Tübingen) (funded by the Flemish Fund for Scientific Research, 2003-2007). 
 

http://www.lawanddev.ugent.be/
http://www.istanbulprotocol.info/
http://esc-eurocrim.org/
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- The Politics of Restorative Justice in the South African Transition, research by Prof. Stephan 
Parmentier and Prof. Elmar Weitekamp (University of Tübingen), in preparation of an international 
conference in Cape Town, in collaboration with the University of Cape Town and the Centre for the 
Study of Violence and Reconciliation in Johannesburg (funded by the Flemish Inter-University 
Council, the Royal Danish Embassy, and the South African Ministry of Justice, 2006-2007). 
(www.globus-socialjustice.be/rjsa) 
- Mass Victimisation and Restorative Justice. In search of the position of restorative justice in an 
integrated approach to mass victimisation in post-conflict situations, with case-studies in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Serbia, doctoral research (Marta Valinas) supervised by Prof. Stephan Parmentier 
and Prof. Elmar Weitekamp (University of Tübingen) (funded by the Research Fund of the 
K.U.Leuven, 2004-2008). 
- Prof. Stephan Parmentier received funding from the Flemish Academic Centre for Science and the 
Arts (VLAC) in Brussels to serve as the scientific coordinator of a research cluster on “Transitional 
Justice, Rule of Law and Institutional Design. A comparative study of the role of extra-judicial bodies 
in revising the normative structure of post-authoritarian societies” for the period of February through 
June 2009; this research took place together with the colleagues Prof. Adam Czarnota (UNSW, 
Sydney), Prof. Jiri Priban (University of Cardiff) and Prof. Ineke Boerefijn (University of Utrecht). 
(www.kvab.be/vlac) 
- Rehabilitation and Reintegration of War-Affected Children, research by Prof. Stephan Parmentier, 
Prof. Wouter Vandenhole (University of Antwerp) and Dr. Ilse Derluyn (University of Ghent) in 
preparation of the international conference in Antwerp/Brussels (funded by the Flemish Inter-
University Council, 2009). (www.vliruos.be) 
- Cultural Context and Transitional Justice. The role of non-western legal traditions in dealing with 
gross human rights violations in post-conflict situations, with a case-study of Guatemala, doctoral 
research (Lieselotte Viaene) under the supervision of Prof. Eva Brems (U. Ghent) and Prof. Stephan 
Parmentier (funded by the Flemish Fund for Scientific Research, 2006-2010). 
- Prosecutorial Policies of International Tribunals, research under the supervision of Prof. Jan 
Wouters (K.U.Leuven) and Prof. Stephan Parmentier; and with Prof. Filip Reyntjens (University of 
Antwerp), Prof. William Schabas (National University of Ireland at Galway), Prof. Claus Kress 
(University of Cologne), Prof. Kai Ambos (University of Göttingen), and Prof. Luc Reydams 
(University of Notre Dame) (funded as Scientific Research Network by the Flemish Fund for 
Scientific Research, 2006-2010). (www.internationalprosecutor.eu) 
- Justice after Transition and the Jurisdiction of International Criminal Tribunals, with a case-study of 
the role of the International Criminal Court in the DR Congo, doctoral research (Jean Migabo Kalere) 
supervised by Prof. Stephan Parmentier (2002-2011). 
 
- As part of the Brussels Group against impunity and for international justice, Prof. Stephan 
Parmentier and Prof. Jan Wouters (K.U.Leuven) served as co-authors of the Brussels Principles 
against Impunity and for International Justice, published in: X. (2002), Combatting Impunity. 
Proceedings of the symposium held in Brussels from 11 to 13 March 2002. Brussels: Bruylant 
(multilingual edition Français-English-Nederlands-Español). (www.amnesty.be) 
- Em. Prof. L. Huyse was the co-editor of two reference works on aspects of transitional justice: 
Bloomfield, D., Barnes, T. & Huyse, L. (2003) (eds.), Reconciliation after Violent Conflict. A Handbook, 
Stockholm, International Idea; and Huyse, L. and Salter, M. (2008) (eds.), Traditional Justice and 
Reconciliation after Violent Conflict: Learning from African Experiences, Stockholm, International Idea. 
(www.idea.int) 
- the 14th World Symposium of Victimology has taken place in The Hague (the Netherlands) between 
20-24 May 2012 under the general theme of ‘Justice for Victims: Cross-cultural perspectives on 
conflict, trauma and reconciliation’. It was a co-organisation of Victim Support Europe (VSE, Utrecht), 
the International Victimology Institute Tilburg (INTERVICT), and the Leuven Institute of Criminology  
 

http://www.globus-socialjustice.be/rjsa
http://www.kvab.be/vlac
http://www.vliruos.be/
http://www.internationalprosecutor.eu/
http://www.amnesty.be/
http://www.idea.int/
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(LINC, represented by Profs. Ivo Aertsen and Stephan Parmentier). One of the three subthemes has 
dealt with Transitional Justice. (www.14thsymposiumwsv.nl) 
 
 
Teaching 
 
- Prof. S. Parmentier has been teaching a specialised course on Political Crimes and Transitional 
Justice in the Master's programme in Criminology since its inception in 1999. 
(www.law.kuleuven.be) 
- Over the past fifteen years Prof. Stephan Parmentier has supervised about 40 Master’s theses 
dealing with aspects of transitional justice, e.g. truth commissions in the middle of a conflict; civil 
society in search of truth and democracy; truth commissions and reparations for victims; reconciliation 
in various parts of the world; the reintegration of child soldiers in African countries; transitional justice 
and human security. 
 
- In 1997 Prof. Paul Lemmens (K.U.Leuven) and Prof. Stephan Parmentier initiated the annual 
“Summer Course in Human Rights”, set up with the purpose to offer a two-week advanced training in 
the field of human rights to experienced researchers and professionals from all over the world, 
including countries from the South. The Summer Course is a common initiative of the Faculty of Law 
at the K.U.Leuven and the Netherlands School of Human Rights Research in Utrecht, joined in 2002 
by Northwestern University School of Law in Chicago (U.S.A.) (Prof. Stephen Sawyer) and in 2005 by 
the University of Notre Dame Law School in South Bend (U.S.A.) (Prof. Doug Cassel). It has received 
funding from, i.a., the European Commission, the Belgian and Dutch Ministries for Development Co-
operation, the Belgian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Flemish Inter-University Council, and a number 
of private organisations and foundations. (www.law.uu.nl/english/orm/summercourse) 
- Between 2002 and 2006 Prof. S. Parmentier and Prof. Elmar Weitekamp (University of Tübingen) 
served as the European co-ordinators of the project “GLOBUS: Social Justice and Human Rights in 
the Era of Globalisation” between 5 Western European universities (K.U.Leuven-coordinator, U. 
Sheffield, U. del Pais Vasco-San Sebastian, U. Greifswald, U. Pau) and 7 Canadian universities (U. 
Regina-coordinator, Simon Fraser U.-Vancouver, U. Montréal, U. Windsor, St. Thomas U., Central 
Mennonite U.-Winnipeg). This project was aimed at the exchange of students, researchers and 
teachers among the participating institutions and was funded by the European Commission in 
Brussels and the Human Resources Department Canada in Ottawa. (www.globus-socialjustice.org) 
- Since the spring of 2006 Prof. S. Parmentier has been actively involved in organising intensive 
courses on transitional justice, with Prof. Paul Lemmens, Prof. Frank Verbruggen and Prof. Jan 
Wouters (K.U.Leuven), and in close collaboration with the International Centre for Transitional 
Justice (Mark Freeman). The “Essentials Course on Transitional Justice” is a three-day intensive 
course covering the essential themes, mechanisms and case studies to deal with the crimes of the 
past and is aimed at busy professionals in order for them to conceive and implement transitional 
justice policies and programmes that are in line with international best practices. (www.ictj.org) 
- In August 2012 and August 2013 Prof. Stephan Parmentier serves as the co-organiser of the ITP 
(International Training Programme) “Human Rights for Development (‘HR4DEV’)” (with Prof. Wouter 
Vandenhole, University of Antwerp, Prof. Eva Brems, Ghent University, Prof. Els Dumortier, Free 
University of Brussels, Prof. Paul Lemmens, K.U.Leuven, Prof. Johan Put, K.U.Leuven, Mr. Didier 
Reynaert, Hogeschool Gent, Prof. Rudi Roose, Ghent University & Free University of Brussels, and 
Prof. Stef Vandeginste, University of Antwerp). (www.hr4dev.be) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.14thsymposiumwsv.nl/
http://www.law.kuleuven.be/
http://www.law.uu.nl/english/orm/summercourse
http://www.globus-socialjustice.org/
http://www.ictj.org/
http://www.hr4dev.be/
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Consultancy 
 
- At the request of the Flemish development agency VVOB Prof. Luc Huyse and Prof. Stephan 
Parmentier have evaluated a project designed and implemented by the Centre for Study of Violence 
and Reconciliation on human rights education and building a human rights culture in South Africa 
(1997-2000). (www.csvr.org.za) 
- Since 1999 Prof. Stephan Parmentier serves as an advisor to the non-governmental organisation 
Guatebelga, set up to combat impunity for serious human rights violations in Guatemala and to 
support the process of democratisation. Guatebelga has established in 2011 the Quetzal Prize for 
Human Rights and Democracy in Guatemala, to be awarded for the first time in 2013. 
(www.guatebelga.be) 
 
- Ms. M. Schotsmans, member of the Research Line, has served as the head of the Legal and 
Reconciliation Unit of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in Sierra Leone in 2003. Her main 
expertise is in victim issues, partly in the context of universal jurisdiction laws, through extended 
stays in Rwanda, Chad and other countries with Avocats Sans Frontières (Lawyers Without 
Borders) and the Fédération Internationale des Droits de l’Homme (FIDH). (www.asf.be - 
www.fidh.org) 
- Dr. Estelle Zinsstag, research associate, has conducted doctoral research at Queen’s University 
Belfast on sexual violence in post-conflict countries in general and the DR Congo in particular; she 
has recently edited a collection of essays on feminism and transitional justice. 
- Mr. Ben Heylen, research associate, has conducted research on truth, reconciliation and 
restorative justice in South Africa; he is currently preparing a doctoral dissertation at Ghent 
University about the philosophical underpinnings and criminological strategies against violence in 
western democracies. 
- Em. Prof. L. Vandekerckhove, full time professor of sociology and former director of the Law and 
Society Institute, has been a visiting professor at the University of Liberia, and has represented the 
Faculty of Law in the K.U.Leuven University Council for Development Co-operation. 
 

http://www.csvr.org.za/
http://www.guatebelga.be/
http://www.asf.be/
http://www.fidh.org/
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More information 
 
For more information on the activities and publications relating to transitional justice and human 
rights at the University of Leuven, please contact: 
 

 

Prof. dr. Stephan Parmentier 
Coordinator, Research Line on Political Crimes, Human Rights and Human Security 
Leuven Institute of Criminology, Faculty of Law, KU Leuven – University of Leuven 
Hooverplein 10 
B - 3000 Leuven - Belgium 
phone: + 32-16-32.51.15 - fax : + 32-16-32.54.63 - stephan.parmentier@law.kuleuven.be 
www.law.kuleuven.be/linc - www.kuleuven.ac.be/cv/u0016825e.htm 
 
 
 
 
Stephan Parmentier (1960) studied law and sociology at the University of Leuven (KU Leuven - 
Belgium) and sociology and conflict resolution at the Humphrey Institute for Public Affairs, University 
of Minnesota-Twin Cities (U.S.A.). He currently teaches sociology of crime, law, and human rights at 
the Faculty of Law of the KU  Leuven, and has served as the director of the Law and Society Institute 
(2000-2005) and head of the Department of Criminal Law and Criminology (2005-2009). In July 2010 
he was appointed Secretary-General of the International Society for Criminology and he also serves 
on the Advisory Board of the Oxford Centre of Criminology and on the Executive Board of  the 
International Institute for Sociology of Law (Oñati). 
 
He has been a visiting professor at the International Institute for Sociology of Law in Oñati (Spain) and 
the universities for Peace (San José, Costa Rica), New South Wales (Sydney, Australia) and Tilburg 
(the Netherlands), and a visiting scholar at the universities of Stellenbosch (South Africa), Oxford 
(U.K.) and New South Wales (Sydney, Australia). Stephan Parmentier was the editor-in-chief of the 
Flemish Yearbook on Human Rights and is currently the co-general editor of the international book 
Series on Transitional Justice. 
 
He has served as an advisor to the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture, the Belgian 
Minister of the Interior, the King Baudouin Foundation, and Amnesty International. His research 
interests include political crimes, transitional justice and human rights, and the administration of 
criminal justice. Between 1999-2002 he was the vice-president of the Flemish section of Amnesty 
International. 
 

mailto:stephan.parmentier@law.kuleuven.be
http://www.law.kuleuven.be/linc
http://www.kuleuven.ac.be/cv/u0016825e.htm

